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cvery l7 )'eirr e mcrgence (firr threc wccks) in June 2(X)i.
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Coyotes (.CLtrtis lutnrn.s) ctt a variety of prey irrcluo-
rnq f lui ts,/berr ies, sntal l  rnamntals. deer lOiot.oi larr.s
spp.), phocids, arrd l ivcstock (see Harrison ancl Harn_
son l9t l ,1; Andelt l9[ l-5; Parker 199-5; Gcse q al.  l r)9b:
Sacks ct al.  1999; Patterson ancl Messier 20001 Wav
ancl Horton 2004). and f'eccl ntostly on mediunt 1o
large-sized prcy in northeusterrr Nor.th Antr-r. icu (sce
Parker 199.5 tbr a review). Ther.t  i :  l i t r [ .  known on
the intportance of insects in Coyote diets except that
they appear in scats (especial ly sea:jonal ly) but usual_
ly in non-signif icant antounts, cspecial lv in terrtrs ur
b io r .nass  (Ne l l i s  anc l  Ke i th  1976:  L i rva i i i s  an t l  Shaw
|9801 Anclelt  l9tt5; Cyphcr |9t)3). Cypher et al.  (  1994t,
quotin-{ Cypher ( 199 I ) .  noted thal Coyotcs consurred
l3-year Cicaclas (Mugicitut!u t t .at l icus.sitr i)  when in
abundancc. indicatin-u that insects can bc an ir lDorturt
lbo t l  soure . 'whcn uhunt lu r r t .  T l r i :  r l i : : l r t  n ( ) l  bc  \u r .p r i \_
in-u. however, given that insecls conti ibutc sienif icant_
l1'  to thc cl icts of smaller canir ls, such ", t=h.., , . , , , , ,u
spccics ol l i rxes, inclucl ing Bat-car.et l  Foxes (Or,, t .r , , ,r ,
rrtcguloti.s) in Aliica (see Macdonald ancl Sillero_Zubirr

]!f!ljl anA Red Foxes (t/rrlpcs t trlpL,.s) in Canada (Herrry
l9116: 64-66). AlthoLrqh Eastcrn Coyotes arc biuccr
than al l  species of l i )xes. i t  is probatlc that Cor, 'oies
also use insecls as an irnportant fbod source cithci sca_
sonally or whcn abunclant. As part ot a long_terrr ect.r_
lou i1 , ' J  . ' , ,n t  ( )n  C lpe  Cot l .  M i :sue  husc l ts  (Wt r \  c l  t r l
:0 { )1 .  l (X)1 .  2 ( } { }21 :  W: ry  2 ( }O7r .  E i r : te rn  Cor t , l cs  uer . .
opporlunist ical ly observetl  l i rr lginr: t i rr  pcr. iot l icrr l
Cicadas (.Mugi< icudu .st'ptantlccint; Brood XlV. Bunker
2(X)l{'r') ancl Cicada rcrnains werc fbunc.l insicle ll.esl,
scat.

I observecl Cicaclas tirst erlcrging clurine a 3_clay
hert wavc (-32"C) srarr ing on 13 June 2(X)U. A couole
n l ' t l l r ys  lu tc r  they  uere  cx l renre l l  lo r r t l  in  l regr r ren tc , l
p : rk l res  u  i th i r r  r r ry  s lu t l l  : r r .e l r .  w i th in  thc  lou  r r  o l 'B l rn r
stablc, Massachusetts (J. Way, unpublishecl data).

On l8 June 200ti i ,  I  observecl racl io-col larecl Cov_
otc  HO8() l  {W: ry  l (X)X i l , i , .  h , : , t r r t  0 l5z l  h  r r l t l c r  i r  \ t fLc t
l ight on Concorcl Strcet in the vi l laee ol '  Ostervi l lc.
He u  l r l k t 'd  { }n lo  l l l c  r rc ig l rbor l too< i  r r iu t l  1 r " , *  " . , ,  , * ,
houscs. On the f l 'ont lawn ol '  one ol ' t l rose houses he
walked. snif l 'cd. ancl bit  at somcthing on the grouncl.

then clrcwecl i t  up. He did rhis 6 - 7 t imes in the I _
1.5 nt in that I  obscrved him under the strect l icht. Thrs
area w i ls  vc ry  c losc  (< l ( tO rn ) to  u  power . l ine  r igh t  o r
wly. i i  knowr.r hol spot ol Cicada rct ivi tV (J. Ww. urr_
publishcd clata). Thc chewins that I hearcl fiorn +01t0 t
solrnded l ike the cracked bocl ies of the Cicada.s exo_
skcletons. I  monitorecl t l re Coyote unti l  020-5. He was
out of sighl but his si-enal indicatcd that he was f irr-
aginr in the sarle neighborhood, possibly on Cicaclas.

. On lg.June 2(X)i l ,  Coyore Ot{Ol lnd his group {con-
sist in-al of at lcast two or three pups and his unc.ol larecl
rnate) rnovecl their renclezvous sitc (Way ct al.  2(X)l)
> I kln to the powerl ine corr idor mentioncd abovc. bur
> I km wesr of rhe l t l  June siuhring. On 2l JLrnc 200g,
I walkecl thc powerlines fl-orn 0542 _ 060-5 h and saw
two pups lbraging under the powerl ines, arouncl saD_
ling trces (powerl ine vegetation was clearccl --5 vr
he l i r rc t .  They  ucrc  do i r rg  t .ons i t lenrh le  r r rnor rn ts  t , l .
snif f in-e and bit ing at plants and I coulcl sce Cicadas
jumping arouncl them. Judging f ionr that obscrvation.
I hacl no cloubt that they had alreacly lcarncd to (and/
or werc taught how to) hunt tbr Cicadas.

During that sarnc time fianrc (rlicl-June 200U) I als,
founcl two Coyote scats in Coyote 0g0l 's territory that
wcre complelely l i r l l  of Cicadr ex()skelelr)n\.  I  susnecr
that I  would havc fbund r lor.e i l  l  hatl  lot lket l  nrorc
thorou-ehly but other l ' ield priori t ies at the t irne pre_
ventccl that.

Finally, circurlstantial eviclcnce of a lons{irne radio_
t r r l f11p . , ;  l cn t i r le  C( )y ( ) tc  tH i )2 ' )4 :  t l r r . kcd  i ro r l  l ( ) t )2  _
2(X)13) during June 2(X)8 incl icared that her pack (two or
lhrcc other adults and an rrnkr.rowrr , ,rn,h", ot pup\)
nray have situatccl their pups ncar i l  concentrat ion ot
Clicadas. Her pack rcsidccl to thc intnrecl iatc east ol
0t l0l 's pack. In rny conversations with local lanclscao_
t ' r : .  l l r l l  i l f c i r  \ .o i l l i r i r )c ( l  " l tn  l r r t tuz ing  nurnbcr  o l  C ic l r_
t lu . " .  whe re .  i r :  l i r c t .  t l rey  we re  \ { }  l i bur rdant  t l r c  lan<.1_
:, icapers somettntes could not even ntow their cl ients'
lawns. I  ntanaged to obscrve #0204 in that irnmcdiatc
resit lential arcr ( I  km f iom where her pups were
rlovccl to) but dicl  not r lake any extensivc ubr..uu_
tlons part ly clue lo the lack of streetl ights in the ar.ca
to observc lrcr at night. However, hcr srouD's suddcrr
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